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Pddagogische Monatshejte. 



The vocabulary is carefully pre- 
pared. However, it hardly seems 
necessary to include words which 
the pupil already knows. 

W. W. Fiorer. 

Entwicklungslehre von 
Dr. Franz v. Wagner with 
notes and vocabulary by Arthur 
S. Wright, Professor of Mod. 
Languages, Case School of Applied 
Science, Boston, Heath and Co., 
1904. IV + 61 Ss. 

Mit dieser Ausgabe von Herrn 
Prof. Wagners Tierkunde, denn un- 
ter diesem Titel ist das Werkchen in 
der Sammlung Goschen erschienen, 
hat der Herausgeber die Liste der 
wissenschaftlichen Texte, die dem 
amerikanischen Lehrer zu Gebote 
steht, urn ein sehr brauchbares Buch 
bereichert. Es mangelt uns imnier 
noch an solchen Texten, denn von 
derartigen vorhandenen Texten ist 
eine grosse Anzahl in Bezug auf den 
Inhalt veraltet, und da hat der Herr 
Herausgeber entschieden recht, 
solche wissenschaftlichen Texte 
sollten auch inhaltlich von Wert 
sein. Der Text ist wohl etwas 
schwierig und diirfte daher wohl 
kaum aJs Einfuhrung in die wis- 
senschaftliche Lektiire benutzt 
werden. 

In den Text (p. 32 ff) ist ein fiinf 
Seiten langes Kapitel iiber den 
„Kampf urns Dasein" aus Hertwigs 
juehrbuch der Zoologie eingesehal- 
tet worden, angeblich, urn zum bes- 
seren Verstandnis des Kampfes uuis 
Dasein beizutragen, wohl aber auch, 
um die Seitenzahl, die sonst viel- 
leicht als zu gering empfunden wer- 
den mochte, um etwas zu vermeh- 
ren. 

Der Text, sowie Vokabularium 
und Anmerkungen, sind auffallend 
frei von Druckfehlern. Die den An- 
merkungen voransteheden Paragra- 
phen iiber die Partizipialkonstruk- 
tion im Deutschen sind gut ange- 
bracht. Anmerkungen und Voka- 
bular," welches letztere nur die 
Fachausdriicke enthiilt, sind durch- 
weg gut und genau gemacht. Man 
konnte allerdings fragen, wozu die 
Anmerkung zu formbildende 
Wirksamkeit p. 40, 17? Hatte 
es nicht geniigt, formbildend 
in das Vokabular zu bringen? 
Warum ferner die Anmerkung z u 
d a r b i e t e n p. 42, 5. ft ., da man 



doch sonst die trennbaren Verba 
nicht berucksichtigt. Im Vokabular 
heisst es ferner: Wechseltier- 
c h e n, pi. amoebae, wahrend das 
Wort p. 5, 9 auch Sing, vorkommt. 

A Guide for the Study of 
Goethe's Hermann and Do- 
rothea by Ernst Wolf and W. 
W. Fiorer, Geo. Wahr, Ann Ar- 
bor, Mich., 1904. Ill + 82 Ss. 

Dieser Leitfaden besteht a\is 
deutschen Fragen, die so gestellt 
sind, dass der Schuler am besten 
und bequemsten mit den Worten des 
Dichters selbst antworten wird. Die 
Fragen sind' durchweg in gutem 
Deutsch gehalten, was bei einem 
solchen Leitfaden von der aller- 
grossten Wichtigkeit ist, denn wel- 
cheh Schaden unrichtige, nicht 
deutsche Iragen anzurichten im. 
Stande waren, kann man sich den- 
ken. Das Biichlein soil dazu dienen, 
die Handhabung der sog. direkten 
Lehrmethode zu erleichtern. Was 
diese Methode betrifft, so konnen 
wir jede in diese Bichtung gehende 
<Stromung nur gut heissen. Eine Ge- 
fahr liegt aber immer vor, namlich 
die, dass der Lehrer sich die Fragen 
nicht selbst einpragt und dieselben 
einfach vom Buch abliesst. Das Be- 
streben der Herren Herausgeber ist 
aber nur zu loben. Es ist ge- 
wiss Zeit, dass die alte routinen- 
massige Lesung und tJbersetzung 
etwas Werthvolleren Platz macht. 
Chart s H. Handschii. 

Elementary Guide to 
Literary Criticism. By F. V. 
N. Painter, A. M., D. D., Profes- 
sor of Modern Languages in Koa- 
noke College. Boston, Ginn and Co., 
1903. 

Any work that will aid or encour- 
age the study of literature should 
be heartily welcomed. This book, as 
the title indicates, is intended to 
help the young student, but many 
an older student will find something 
in it that will make his literary 
study more definite. The work is di- 
vided into three parts. Part I dis- 
cusses the fundamental principles 
of literary criticism in three chap- 
ters which treat of the nature and 
office of criticism, the author and 
his work, and aesthetic principles. 
The few pages, only seventeen, de- 
voted to aesthetic principles will 
set the student to thinking, and will 



Bucberbesprecbungen. 
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surely lead him to see beauties in 
literary expression and suggestion 
that never before appealed to him. 

Part II explains the rhetorical 
elements of form under the sub- 
jects words, sentences, paragraphs, 
figures of speech, and style. 

Part III is the best in the book, 
still its arrangement might be im- 
proved. The main subject is kinds 
of literature. There are six chapters, 
but the line of division is not well 
defined. For instance, didactic and 
lyric poetry are discussed in the 
chapter that is entitled kinds of 
poetry, while epic and dramatic 
poetry are treated in a chapter by 
themselves. These two chapters 
might well have been thrown to- 
gether, or else there should have 
been a greater subdivision in order 
to give the various kinds of poetry 
equal importance or coordinate 
rank. The introductory chapter on 
the nature and structure of poetry 
is interesting and stimulating. 

Each chapter throughout the book 
is followed by a list of review ques- 
tions, and with the exception of the 
last four, each chapter is supple- 
mented by illustrative and practical 
exercises. In the case of these four 
chapters, which deal with epic and 
dramatic poetry and the various 
kinds of prose, the author recom- 
mends that the student be referred 
to representative productions, and 
in lieu of the exercises, he offers 
some sensible suggestions for the 
guidance of the teacher in making 
selections. 

The book is certainly helpful as 
an elementary guide, and it can be 
used to advantage even in the study 
of foreign literatures. 

German Composition. With 
a Review of Grammar and Syntax 



and with Notes and a Vocabulary. 
By B. Mack Dresden, A. M., 
Instructor in German, State Normal 
School, Oshkosh, Wis. American 
Book Company, 1903. 

The author states in his Preface 
that this book has been compiled 
for the use of students who have a 
fair knowledge of the grammar of 
the German language, and who have 
done, in addition, at least one half 
year's reading and translating from 
German into English. He has en- 
deavored to present well-graded se- 
lections for translating English into 
German. The notes, which are at 
the bottom of the page, and the 
vocabulary are merely suggestive, 
and they will not make grammar 
and dictionary unnecessary. The 
brief review of grammar and syntax 
preceding the exercises will be help- 
ful to the student. The author has 
accomplished with success his task. 
The book could be used to good ad- 
vantage alternately with another 
composition book, for experience 
has shown that it is well to change 
composition texts from time to 
time. 

There are a few unusual words 
and expressions in the work, for in- 
stance, "stage of advance", page 5, 
line 10; "addresive", p. 12, 1. 4. The 
signs and abbreviations after the 
word "April", p. 52, in the Vo- 
cabulary, seem to indicate that one 
form of the genitive may be "April". 
Under "Dorn", p. 66, the more usual 
weak plural "Dornen" should be 
added. Among misprints may be 
noted, "pheasants' egg" for "pheas- 
ant's egg f \ p. 43, 1. 6; also 1. 11; 
"embarassment" for "embarrass- 
ment", p. 56, 1. 13. 

Charles Bundy Wilson. 
The State University of Iowa. 



